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Charrette Schedule

Monday, July 29, 2024

Focus Groups :

1:30 pm Civic Groups and Real 

Estate / Development 

Professionals

2:30 pm       Arts / Culture and Religious 

Institutions

3:30 pm       Education and Industry

5:30 pm       Snack and Share Public 

Input at Butler Auditorium

Tuesday, July  30,  2024

8:00 am       Early Bird Brainstorm Public 

Input

Focus Groups:

9:30 am       Downtown Merchants 

Property Owners, and 

Healthcare Providers

10:30 am     Legislators and 

Government Officials

5:00 pm       Happy Hour Huddle at Wild 

Heart Brewing Company

Wednesday,  July 31, 2024

3:00 pm     Public Presentation of 

Charrette Concepts

*all meetings held at The Edition 

unless otherwise noted

Summary of Public Input



Key Points:

1. Equitable investment in South Hartsville to promote 

greater opportunity

2. Increase affordable housing with a focus on home 

ownership

3. Improved infrastructure connectivity (sidewalks, 

lighting, drainage)

Key Points:

1. 4th and Railroad should include housing, local 

business, and community space/entertainment uses

2. Workforce development and youth engagement is 

critical to sustain Hartsville

3. Residents desire a safe, connected, and 

walkable/bikeable community

Key Points:

1. Hartsville must attract and retain talent for the future of 

Hartsvilleôs economy

2. Housing choice and an increase housing base are 

necessary to attract new workers and young families

3. Integrated infrastructure and land use strategies are 

essential for new development

Summary of Public Input



Planning  Advisory  Committee  and  Focus  Group  Discussions

Summary of Public Input



Summary of Public Input

Focus Group Discussions



July 2024 Survey

371
Participants

In addition to hosting in-person meetings, community engagement included an online survey to reach a broad audience, particularly those who could 
not attend in person. This online survey provided a flexible platform for valuable feedback. The following pages summarize the opinions expressed by 
the 371 members of the community who participated in the survey.

The majority of respondents surveyed have lived in 
Hartsville for over 20 years.

20+ Years

189

10-20 Years

66

1-10 Years

111

Community Survey



What ONE word best describes the City of Hartsville?1

Potential

Boring

Family
Inviting

Friendly
Charming

Hometown

Quaint Cozy

Beautiful

Community

Welcoming

Home

Progressive

Small

Vibrant

Growing
Unique

Community
Responses



What makes Hartsville a unique city?2

Diverse people
Sonoco

Location

Coker University

Activities and eventsDowntown

Growth potential 

Atmosphere

Small town feel
Welcoming

Community
History

Small Businesses

Opportunity

Community
Responses

Community
Responses



²Ƙŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƘŜŀǊǘέ ƻŦ IŀǊǘǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎŀȅǎ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ IŀǊǘǎǾƛƭƭŜέΚ3

Kalmia Gardens
Sonoco

Carolina Ave

Coker University

Downtown
College Ave

Byerly Park

Main Street

The Rooster

Prestwood Lake

Centennial Park

Center Theater

Yogi Bear

5th and Carolina Intersection
Wild Heart Brewing

Community
Responses



We are giving you a magic wand. What ONE thing would you do to improve the 
city of Hartsville?4

Community
Responses

- Attract a major business or tech company that could 
provide more jobs and stability. I hate living in fear that 
one day Duke Energy could be shut down

- Would love to see us expand Byerly and staff it adequately.

- Add more unique restaurant options

- Work to connect the college atmosphere and the 
downtown by developing the railroad Ave area

- Fill the empty buildings and storefronts downtown

- Make it more architecturally beautiful! (Have fewer fast 
food options and run down areas along with that)

- Provide more public access to the lake

- Massive redevelopment and improvement to the 
downtown area.

- Repair roads and add beautification measures

- Add another grocery store

- Add kids entertainment and programming

- Create a strong Historic Preservation program to make buildings 
and spaces useable for the present while maintaining important 
structures and our connection to the past.

- More housing for middle class families and young professionals.

- Add more unique restaurant options

- Reduce crime to zero

- Bring back the movie theater and actually remodel the old 
Hartsville Community Center on Carolina.

- Develop more neighborhoods with sidewalks

- Provide more connected walking trails and bike friendly paths.

- Focus less on trying to make it a tourist destination, and more on 
evolving the city into a place families can continue to enjoy for 
generations.

- Build up the perimeter of the city and improve the FACE of 
Hartsville as people drive by on Hwy 151 - make them want to 
come to the downtown and support business!



What types of public spaces, activities and cultural components are needed in 
Hartsville?5

TOP 3 
1. Passive Gathering Spaces 

(plazas, courtyards, small green 
areas, etc.)

2. Live Music

3. Events

Other Suggestions:

ÅMovie theater
Å Kids entertainment
Å Skatepark
ÅAdult sports and recreation
Å Indoor Sports Complex
Å Senior center

ÅHistoric tours of downtown
Å Family-friendly events
Å Food halls
ÅMini-golf
Å Swimming or water activities
Å Alcohol-free gatherings
Å Bowling

Å Free family events
ÅHorse track
Å Public golf course
ÅRoller rink
Å Shaded public trail
ÅComedy shows
Å Library

Community
Responses



Top 5 wants for 
businesses or 
restaurants Hartsville. 7 8

Top 3 favorite places in 
the City of Hartsville.

Top 3 businesses you 
frequent outside of 
Hartsville.

TOP 5 TOP 3 TOP 3 
Family friendly restaurants 

and entertainment

Food market

Fine dining restaurants

Clothing store

Arts and Crafts

Kalmia Gardens

Byerly Park

Lawton Park

Target

Restaurants

Aldi

6





Location Pop 2000 Pop 2023 % Decline

Hartsville 7,898 7,750 -1.87

Darlington 

County 67,624 62,531 -7.53

Pee Dee 

Region 389,865 358,630 -8.01

The Hartsville Job Market

Population  Trends



Projected 2035 Population:  8,500

The Hartsville Job Market

Population  Growth  Modeling
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The Hartsville Job Market

Population  Characteristics

и
и
и

и

и
и



The Hartsville Job Market

Jobs  by  Sector  2006  - 2021


